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GSI Audera

GSI Audera meets all of your 

needs for Evoked Potential 

testing by providing a unique 

combination of Auditory Steady 

State Response (ASSR), 

Auditory Evoked Potentials, 

Cortical Potentials and 

Otacoustic Emissions (OAE) 

tests. Available in portable and 

desktop versions.

GSI AUDIOscreener

GSI AUDIOscreener a small, 

handheld hearing screener 

ideal for neonatal hearing 

screening. The universal 

display is easy to read 

and used by non-hearing 

professionals. Choose OAE, 

ABR or OAE/ABR combination 

testing for a complete 

screening solution.

GSI TympStar

GSI TympStar, a 

comprehensive middle ear 

analyzer designed to meet the 

clinical needs of audiology 

professionals and hearing 

specialists. No other middle 

ear analyzer offers a broader 

range of testing including Multi-

frequency and two component 

tympanometry with pre-

programmed test protocols and 

multiple programmable default 

settings.

www.guymark.com
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spending most of the day in bed having 

nothing planned and not wanting to do 

anything strenuous I decided to spend 

the day reviewing all past copies of 

the BACDA/BAPA newsletter for some 

inherited two A4 box files containing 

generally 2 copies of each edition 

We have developed from quite humble 

being a single sheet of A4 paper edited 

the part of all those who are regularly 

in the evenings trying to get the articles 

for the development of the computer as 

it enables me to receive all the articles 

electronically and I can then send it all 

along with my editorial to Alan Batchelor 

by email for typesetting and turning into 

…if the newsletter is to succeed it needs 

support from BACDA members… That 

is as true today as it was when BACDA 

graduating from Birmingham University 

option, I was already married and within 

I sort of wandered into community 

paediatrics in early 1991 as a part time, 

small children and being a single parent 

Audiology wasn’t exactly a personal 

suggested that it would give me a 

specialist role in the team and also 

someone to replace her when she 

of the birth of Charles Darwin and one 

can not have missed the numerous 

Species” and the implications at the 

past copies of Audiens I have been 

able to see an evolution in both the 

presentation of the newsletter and the 

One theme throughout is the request for 

Paediatric Audiology it would be really 

good to hear from some of you willing to 

send me something to print in the October 

edition on this or indeed any other topic 

of interest for the membership!!!

As an organisation we continue to press 

our case for sub specialty status within 

the Royal College and a recognised 

of the College and so I hope that many of 

you will have been able to obtain study 
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report on this in the October edition so 

again if you attend why not send me a 

about the event?

BAPA website is in the process of getting 

information onto the various pages and 

Within the executive committee we are 

mindful of being responsible for the way 

With the increasing costs of postage and 

Colour   Commercial  £300   Academic  £240

   Commercial  £100  Academic  £75

a continued decrease in the number of 

companies wishing to place adverts in the 

newsletter I envisage that sooner rather 

than later Audiens will become a web 

based production for the membership to 

same platform as organisations such 

as the National Deaf Children’s Society 

Jeanette Nicholls, Newsletter Editor 

Any changes? 

details to Ann Mackinnon : ann.mackinnon@.nhs.net

Name   ______________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________  

Post code  ____________________

Home tel. No. ______________ 

Work Tel. No _________________.
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exceedingly hard and I am indebted to all 

responding to strategic initiatives within 

issues and are busy negotiating with the 

to gain sponsors at Royal College level 

as College Registrar moved on as she 

specialist training programmes yet we 

are now a Special Interest group within 

the College and we are grateful to Lesley 

of Convenor of that group which is often 

Susan Rose and I arranged a varied and 

which drew up to 35 delegates at any one 

time – no mean feat given the competition 

of many other parallel presentations 

fortunate in that the Royal College 

are usually an opportunity to showcase 

small pieces of research or audit which 

is typically presented as an abstract 

lasting 10 minutes followed by 5 minutes 

this year and I am grateful to Gill Painter 

BAPA members as possible to register 

for the meeting and attend our session on 

excellent learning opportunities and is 

research or audit that form the basis of a 

There are two matters of national 

importance that are of great interest to 

This seminal Good Practice Guide will I 

are identified, assessed and receive 

appropriate intervention as early as 

possible, through the development of 

our membership to enter dialogue locally 

with other professionals and claim their 

The second is the development of a 

global rating scale), which is, as I write, 
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Get involved and start discussions in your 

planning and Lesley Batchelor is 

One of our aims as an organisation is 

to promote standards and contribute to 

annual conference in London, the last of 

which was possibly our most successful 

time now has brought his own high levels 

of detailed organisation and humour to 

position and she and Keith masterminded 

planning the academic content with 

Jane whom I have to say has been most 

assiduous and thorough in dealing with 

each component of the programme and 

whose excellent idea it was to have live 

management at the Brunei Centre and 

with the Otology section of the Royal 

London Conference in early January 

Vestibular Assessment course in the UK, 

management team at Clare headed by 

doubt a resounding success and I hope 

you will all have read about it in the 

our newsletter Audiens has had a much-

grateful to Jane Lyons who built up the 

BAPA – please use for recruiting other 

interested professionals, although be 

aware that the printed direct debit 

details are incorrect so please contact 

your regional rep or the treasurer for an 

have a members section which will rely 

on members updating their own contact 
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feasible way is electronically yet when Ann 

last year’s conference, about a third were 

up a rapid response system to requests 

for opinions and consultation from outside 

organisations such as the Royal Colleges, 

of the executive including regional 

a plea for members to up-date e-mail 

contact details or change of address, via 

This brings me to the issue of regional 

BACDA and now BAPA has always 

relied on regional representation as the 

effective means of carrying out our aims 

the past, but times have changed and 

We propose changes set out in the 

viability of our Organisation depends on 

participation not spectatorship, and in 

particular our executive function relies on 

recruiting individuals prepared to serve 

BAPA and the wider paediatric audiology 

you can’t organise things your self, then 

Jane Lyons and I on behalf of BAPA meet 

This is particularly important in relation 

to educational issues, as progress 

towards formal recognised training 

for paediatricians in audiovestibular 

reciprocal arrangements for reduced 

organisation’s meetings and conferences, 

I can report that our Organisation is 

healthy, that we have plenty to do and 

support of the Executive, all our members 

have many other supporters, too many to 

Adrian Dighe

Audiens are:

15th August 2009 and 15th February 
2010 

editor by those dates please. 

All submissions must at least be 

by Email.
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The annual BAPA conference held on the 

30th January 2009, in London was quite 

children, or in the field of paediatric 

The most touching aspect of the 

She offered us an insightful perspective 

on the challenges faced by trying to 

sound sensitivity and have improved his 

about these hurdles and how they were 

overcome, from a mother’s perspective, 

 

Deaf Education, together with Tyron 

Woolfe, Deputy Director for Children and 

Youth at the National Deaf Children’s 

Society gave us further insight into the 

thoughts and challenges facing deaf 

associated with empowering young 

independent, professional company, 

awareness about issues affecting the 

 Whilst I have had involvement in organising 

the catering and encouraging people to 

Community Paediatrician, and Carole 

We have been holding two meetings 

a year and managed to secure the 

use of the Education Centre where 

the morning with the BAPA meeting held 

in the afternoon to encourage as many 

when Auditory Neuropathy will be the 

Jeanette Nicholls
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The Scottish Region has continued to 

attract a few new members over this 

in development of service delivery and 

clinical audiological guidelines that we 

We held our biannual informal study day in 

educational audiology, speech and 

language therapy, and the Tayside team 

discussing their ongoing assessment 

of babies and  children diagnosed  with 

Despite a day of technical gremlins! it was 

well received and certainly made us all 

much more aware of the assessment tools 

and outcome measures our colleagues 

be a challenging time professionally, 

with another year of active membership 

and are already planning our National 

Scottish meeting for November 2009 

auditory processing disorders, auditory 

Over the past few years it has been 

suggested, on a number of occasions, 

has mainly arisen due to reducing 

membership numbers with some 

When considering restructuring the 

regions a number of issues need to be 

considered 

groups? 

representative? 

function? 

groups? 

membership? 
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Region Number

Northern Ireland 6

Scotland

Wales 17

North East 9

North West 36 + 3 honorary members

17

17

East Anglia 6

South East 58

South West 9

It is evident from discussions with regional 

reps that regional groups function very 

differently, with some groups having 

no regional activity and others holding 

Regional groups are used as a way of 

disseminating information to members, 

outcome of discussions at Executive 

the enhancement of the BAPA website 

and good  email  communication  there  

are  possibly  alternative  ways  of  

more  effectively  and  consistently 

Several regional groups hold regular 

academic meetings, some open only to 

BAPA members, others open to other 

group has a conference on alternate 

Regional groups which cover an entire 

country, Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland, have the potential to act as 

a sounding board for any national   

policies/decisions affecting paediatric 

audiology in that country, and may have 

At the present time BAPA has 201 

1 show the distribution of the members 
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With the exception of the South East, 

each group has  1 regional rep who sits 

regional groups varies from 6 to 58 

 would comprise of Scotland, 

Northern Ireland, North East, North West, 

 would comprise of South East, 

nominate, possibly 3 reps to sit on the 

What impact would this have on 

educational meetings, when covering 

such a large area? Would this be a   

Both groups would cover members in 

different countries, who are delivering 

healthcare in different ways, and adopting  

payment  by  results,  quality  assurance 

The geography of Scotland and Northern 

region and set themselves up as a viable 

could stay as one entity or possibly split 

could be split into North and South, or 

be made up of the current North East, 

would be made up of the current South 

Central region or be amalgamated as 

Wales and Scotland would each have  1 

Regional rep with the English Regions 

would be approximately -

 Northern Ireland - 6

 North England - 77

 Wales - 17

 South England - 78

 Scotland - 23

or

 Northern Ireland - 6

 North England - 65

 Wales - 17 

 South England - 65

 Scotland - 23 

 Central - 25
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Northern Ireland - 6

North West + North Wales - 41

Scotland - 23

South East - 60 

South West + South Wales - 22

East Anglia have intimated that they do 

not consider themselves a viable group 

and would be happy for their members to 

amalgamated into the most appropriate 

These options are a starting point and 

not intended to be the only options under 

Ireland, Wales and Scotland as separate 

groups, both for geographic and political 

be nothing to stop members attending 

meetings of a neighbouring group and 

optimal use of the web site would help 

the members in the different parts of 

for ease of meetings, with the Welsh 

members coming together if required to 

deal with any issues that are politically 

members? 

Two maxi regions - how would they 

would each maxi-region have? Would 

the maxi-regions end   up being split into 

mini-regions? 

Do we actually need any division of the 

membership into regions? 

The purpose and function of both the 

regional groups and the regional reps 

needs to be clear to the membership to 

We would appreciate the thoughts of the 

membership on the most appropriate 

way to move things forward and would 

be grateful if any comments could please 

The Executive Committee will consider 

opportunity to help shape the future form 

Ann Mackinnon 
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Association of Paediatricians in Audiology 

The 15-minute performance, directed by 

Paula, was based on Dr Tyron Woolfe’s 

actors Charlotte Arrowsmith, David Sands 

by deaf children and young people who 

contributed their views on the type of 

Dr Tyron Woolfe was pleased with the 

some of the qualitative results interpreted 

turned important words into the physical 

realm and have given the audience 

that I could never have presented in a 

Paula and the deaf actors spent two days 

written by deaf children from which we 

had to choose a few and then explore 

their meaning in order to create a short 

a great team effort and we were glad 

A short video clip of rehearsals held at Drill 

productions are made from a Deaf 

perspective and they aim to provide a 

and exploring Deaf culture by bringing it 
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a group of Deaf and hearing actors 

to develop a new play for Autumn 

experience of being Deaf and in prison, 

and it is based on interviews with Deaf ex-

productions are available for sale at £10 

each, and they include subtitles with 
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member to facilitate an original piece of research, audit or governance 
 

Although intellectual ownership will be the author’s, BAPA should be 

 Complete an application form, accessed from the Chairman by 

audiology; all elected by the Executive Committee of BAPA) and the 

 A lump sum of £500 will be paid to the successful applicant within four 

 A six-monthly progress report must be submitted to the current 

 Winning of the BAPA Research Award does not preclude the author 
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which are:

th 
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